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Why this eBook?
We’re on a mission to help every Australian household enjoy energy independence 
through installing their own rooftop solar system. Not only will a solar system 
slash your ever-increasing coal-fired power bills, it is also better for the planet.

Scientists say that the Sun will continue to burn brightly for more than another 
billion years - this is a whole lot of solar power being generated for you, your 
children, even your great-great-great grandchildren!

But what if you're like the majority of consumers? 
Baffled by all the different solar offers?
Bewildered by the industry jargon? Suspicious of “independent” unpaid reviewers 
that can afford to hire a team of people?

We get it. Other than us, who has the time to study like a rocket scientist to learn 
all about solar?

If this sounds like you, our eBook is exactly what you need.

In it, we’ve identified the top 10 mistakes that consumers make when purchasing 
solar systems. So, sit back, relax. Here’s a jam-packed, fast lesson in smarter solar 
shopping. By the end of it, we’re confident you'll know what you need to know 
without having to read a thesis on the subject.
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Mistake 1:
 

Avoiding Short-Term Offers 
Some competitors advise consumers that solar offers advertised as “buy now or 
miss out” are being too pushy. We think this is unhelpful advice that should be 
debunked.

While it’s true that you need time to consider your options, and you need to know 
enough about solar to be a smart shopper, it’s simply not true that hot prices 
don’t end.

Here’s why:

99.99% of solar components are imported & the global 
currency is US dollars.

Due to this, whenever the currency conversion fluctuates, as it has recently to the 
detriment to the Australian dollar, the prices of solar systems change with it. The 
impact of the currency fluctuations has driven prices up across the industry 
recently, meaning a lot of these currency costs will indirectly be passed to 
consumers in the cost of solar components.

If you see a great solar deal, especially from us, you should buy while the offer is 
available. Don’t assume you have all the time in the world. You don't.

Mistake 2:
Assuming that Tier 1 panels are the best quality
There are countless ads out there that promote “Tier 1” panels. We even run ads 
ourselves that include this statement from time to time.

Just so we’re very clear, though. Tier 1 is a banking standard, not a quality 
standard. It means that the manufacturer of your solar panels is, according to 
Bloomberg, “those which have provided products to five different projects which 
have been financed non- recourse by five different (non-development) banks in 
the past two years”.

Tier 1 manufacturers typically make high end, premium solar panels - and budget 
panels too. Know that Tier 1 means that the manufacturer has a good banking 
history, but this has nothing to do with panel quality.
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Mistake 3:
Believing “independent” unpaid reviewers
We’re not saying that all independent reviewers are bogus.

But we've seen examples of people who claim to be independent, yet they employ 
a team of staff. How is this possible if they are really unpaid? How do they pay all 
their staff’s wages?

Mistake 4:
Buying the wrong inverter
In Australia, there are two kinds of inverters sold - string and hybrid.

String inverters are cheaper inverters, which are not automatically compatible 
with most major solar batteries. This is perfectly fine if you don't foresee the need 
for a battery.

Hybrid inverters are more expensive, but they are designed to be plug-and-play 
with major solar batteries. If you end up buying a solar battery, buying hybrid 
upfront is likely to save you money
downstream.

If you buy string, then buy a battery, chances are you will have to buy additional 
components and, even then, you might be limited in the batteries that are 
compatible.

globalsolarsolutions.com.au 1800 255 474 info@globalsolarsolutions.com.auwwwGLOBAL SOLAR
S O L U T I O N S



Mistake 5:
Buying poor quality components.
There is an old saying, you get what you pay for. To an extent, this is 
absolutely true, although solar is very competitive, so you'll see 
sharp pricing on high quality solar systems too.

Many consumers rely on brand names for the main system 
components - for example, we sell well-known solar panels and 
branded inverters, such as Sungrow, Seraphim and others. This 
makes it easy for consumers because these brand names convey 
trust in your purchase decision. After all, what brand wants to apply 
its name to shonky quality?

But the truth is that there are many components that make up your 
solar system, such as the cabling, isolators, racking and more so it’s 
hard for consumers. In addition to brand names, we recommend 
that you look for test results, certifications and awards that 
components have attained.

Mistake 6:
Buying from just anyone
The days of being a “cowboy” in the solar industry are rapidly 
coming to an end.

In certain states, you cannot apply for state government solar 
rebates and financial incentives unless you are buying from a Clean 
Energy Council (CEC) Approved Solar Retailer or have your solar 
system installed by a CEC Accredited Installers (we are an 
accredited retailer and the same goes for our installers).

You can be confident because solar companies operate in a 
regulated marketplace. Look for the right approvals and 
accreditations to safeguard your investment in solar. Global Solar 
Solutions only partners with approved solar retailers and we are an 
accredited member of the Clean Energy Council. 
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Mistake 7:
Believing zero-interest marketing spin
Unless you've secured an interest-free state government loan, such as 
the Victorian solar rebate, you’re paying interest. Banks and financiers 
make money by charging interest. In many cases, interest is hidden as 
part of the purchase price.

A cash price is always going to be less in total than a solar system that 
is privately financed over a term period. This, though, is not a bad 
thing. In fact, we're finance fans because it makes solar very 
affordable for everyone and this offers us the perfect segway into our 
next mistake...

Mistake 8:
Thinking finance is a bad thing
Despite the simple truth that financing solar systems usually means 
that you pay a higher total system price than if you were to pay cash, 
we think financing is great. Why? Because financing means that you 
can pay very small weekly or monthly amounts that are, for many
people, less than what they will pay if they continue to pay for 
coal-fired power.

Let’s explain this another way.

If you could slash (up to) 80% off your coal-fired power bill... How much 
money would be back in your wallet? These types of savings are what 
you can expect from the moment your newly installed solar system is 
connected to the grid. 

For a household paying $500 per quarter on their electricity, this 
brings their bill down to $100 per quarter, leaving them with an 
additional $400 per quarter savings. Using our free online solar 
calculator, you can quickly see the repayment amounts for a solar 
system. Which, for many people, these solar repayments over a 
finance term still costs less than the cost of continuing to pay for 
coal-fired power. Why keep the energy retailers rich?

By installing rooftop solar, you're able to take control of these rising 
costs and become energy independent.
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Mistake 9:
Don’t be worried about 
oversizing your solar system
To explain this section, we'll briefly explain two of 
the main solar system components - the solar 
panels and the inverter.

Rooftop solar panels (also known as photovoltaic 
(PV) panels) are the most visible part of a solar 
system. Each panel is a collection of solar cells 
(usually 6x10) that takes light (not heat) from the 
Sun, absorbs it as a source of energy to generate 
direct current (DC) electricity.

The inverter takes the DC electricity created by the 
solar panels and converts it to alternating current 
(AC) electricity, which is what is needed to power 
your home and appliances. It works hard for you, 
generating thousands of watts of power for up to 
10 hours a day.

Most solar companies will quote for a solar system 
that has more solar panels than the inverter size.

For example, we might quote you for a system with 
6.6kW panels, and an inverter that has an output 
of 5kW. 

Why do we do this? Simply put, a 5kwW inverter will 
always output 5kW of AC electricity. Your solar 
panels, though, naturally fluctuate greatly 
throughout the day, depending on light, so solar 
companies add more panels to compensate for 
this and to ensure you can get as close as possible 
to a reliable 5kW output.

Australian government rebates are based on solar 
panels, not inverters. To curb everyone’s 
enthusiasm for adding more and more panels, 
though, oversizing is restricted to 30% more than 
the inverter output, which in turn is limited to 5kW 
by electricity distributors.
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Mistake 10:
Thinking short term
Not everyone will need a solar battery. For some households the investment in 
solar battery storage simply doesn't make financial sense. Many others should 
plan for a solar battery, but don't because they’re thinking short term and storage 
isn’t a requirement right now.

The truth is, the solar industry is constantly evolving and battery storage will one 
day allow you to participate in opportunities that you might not have yet 
imagined.

Already, solar system take-up is driving investments in virtual power plant 
technology, where consumers trade their solar electricity with other consumers 
who prefer choosing renewable solar electricity over coal-fired alternatives.

Maybe in future you'll buy an electric vehicle that needs overnight charging. The 
average solar system will keep generating power on your roof for up to 20 years. 
In the meantime, solar, just like other forms of technology, is constantly adapting 
and improving.

Against this backdrop, how do you best future-proof your 
investment?

Our advice is to abandon short-term thinking and keep an open mind to the 
future, as accelerated investment in solar leads to new opportunities - and this 
might happen faster than you think.
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Conclusion
When it comes to solar, there is no need to be bamboozled, confused or 
overwhelmed anymore. Find out what rebates and financial incentives you 
can access and let us help you design and package the right solar system 
to meet your needs for today and tomorrow.

Here is what you need to do next:
Visit us online:

https://globalsolarsolutions.com.au to request one of our solar experts gets in 
touch with you.

Call Global Solar Solutions on 1800 255 474 and you'll be immediately connected 
to our friendly expert team.

info@globalsolarsolution.com.au | https://globalsolarsolutions.com.au
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